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Let's save forests today for tomorrow's safe hills and Terai
ANIT THAPA, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, GORKHALAND TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION

DURING THE BAN MAHOTSAV PROGRAMME AT PANIGHATTA UNDER MIRIK SUB-DIVISION02
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A rally to mark  World Day Against Trafficking in Persons in 
Siliguri on Saturday. �SNS

FOR A SAFER CHILDHOOD

Bad roads in Siliguri :
Councillors cry foul 
SANKHA GHOSH
SILIGURI, 30 JULY

O
pposition council-
lors at the Siliguri
Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) have

lamented the deplorable con-
dition of roads in several wards
of the town. In a monthly
board meeting of the SMC
today, they levelled allega-
tions of discrimination against
the Trinamul Congress-run
civic board.

Siliguri Mayor Gautam
Deb, however, assured the
road repair work at a maximum
of stretches will be complet-
ed within the third week of Sep-
tember.

Veteran CPI-M council-
lors Saradindu Chakraborty
and Nurul Islam alleged dis-
crimination in the Opposition-
run wards.

"Many roads are battered
and riddled with giant potholes.
In many cases, residents them-
selves are repairing the roads
with debris as the civic body
did not resume the repair

work. In some cases, some
small vehicles turned over
after failing to negotiate the
craters. Many drains have
been damaged due to heavy
rainfall. We are observing dis-
crimination of the corporation
in wards run by councillors of
the Opposition parties," said
Mr Chakraborty.

Another CPI-M council-
lor of ward 19, Mousumi Hazra,
said she had informed the
civic body in writing on 21 April
about the poor condition of
the stretch of the JC Bose
Road in the ward, but so far

no step had been taken.
According to Mr Deb, thor-

ough repair work of the roads
will be completed as much as
possible within the third week
of September.

"Some works have already
been taken up under the road
network. The work of road
repairs will be started on a
need-based formula and those
that require urgent attention.
There will be thorough repair-
ing of the roads. Roads con-
necting the main Durga puja
pandals will be repaired," he
said.

Meanwhile, the corporation
has sanctioned Rs 10,76,428
for repairing potholes for
Durga Puja in wards 1, 2, 3, 4
, 5, 45, 46 and 47 under bor-
ough 1. Taking a swipe at the
Opposition, Mr Deb said they
treated all the wards equally
when it came to develop-
ment, and that there was no
question of discrimination.

"After the pujas, we will con-
duct a Powerpoint presenta-
tion to highlight the devel-
opment work initiated by the
present board for the SMC
area," Mr Deb added.

Oppn councillors say TMC-led SMC board discriminating their wards

Covid patient dies at NBMCH
SILIGURI, 30 JULY
A 61-year-old resident of Sahu-
dangi in Siliguri, who had
tested positive for Covid-19,

died at the North Bengal Med-
ical College and Hospital
(NBMCH) on Friday, sources
said. He had been admitted in

the Covid Block-II of the hos-
pital on 25 July.

NBMCH superintendent
Dr Sanjay Mallik said a pul-
monary disease had led to
lung fibrosis in the patient. The

patient had taken the double
dose of Covid vaccine.

It is learnt that eight Covid
patients were undergoing
treatment in the NBMCH
today.  SNS

Centre okays funds 
for Manipur landslide
victims� families
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 30 JULY 

Union Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt has stat-
ed that the Ministry of Defence
has provided compensation to
family members of victims of
the personnel of the 107 Bat-
talion Territorial Army (11
Gorkha Rifles), who lost their
lives in the recent Manipur
landslide.

In a query rised by Dar-
jeeling MP Raju Bista in Par-
liament on whether the fam-
ilies were given compensation,
Mr Bhatt has replied that the
families were entitled to obtain
Rs 50,00,000 under the Defence
Salary Package Account (Per-
sonal Accident Insurance), Rs
25,00,000 under the Territor-
ial Army Group Insurance
Fund, Rs 10,00,000 under the
death cum retirement gratu-
ity, Rs 7,00,000 under the
Financial grant from Army
Battle Casualty Welfare Fund,
Rs 2 Lakh under Territorial
Army Pariwar Kalyan Yojana,
Rs 1 Lakh under the Financial
grant from Army Battle Casu-
alty Welfare Fund, Rs 30,000
from the Army Wives Welfare
Association Grant from Head-
quarters Eastern Command,

Rs 20,000 from the Territori-
al Army Group Headquarters
Eastern Command Financial
Grant, and Rs 10,000 Funeral
Grant from the unit. 

"They will also receive Rs
5 Lakh financial assistance
from the Manipur state gov-
ernment. In total, the finan-
cial assistance received by the
family members of each
JCO/other ranks stand over Rs
1 crore, and for officers it
stands at over Rs 1.25 crore.
In addition, the families will
get ex-gratia as applicable,
and Liberalised Family Pen-
sion as per the pay of the indi-
vidual," the written reply to Mr
Bista's query says.

"I am grateful to the Union
Minister for issuing the detailed
answer. I know, nothing can
replace the loss of our brave
jawans, but it is reassuring to
note that their family mem-
bers will have full support
from the Indian government
and the Indian Army," Mr
Bista said today. In addition,
the family members of these
jawans, especially children, can
avail of seat reservations in
schools, colleges, and make use
of other facilities provided by
the Indian Army throughout
their lives, sources said.

Market fire in
Siliguri ignites
safety concerns
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 30 JULY

A fire incident at Seth Sreelal
Market in Siliguri on Friday
night has triggered safety con-
cerns once again. Frequent fire
incidents in thick markets
have raised questions on fire
safety parameters.

According to the locals,
the fire broke out in a sari go-
down and spread to a three-
storied hotel located by its side.
Fire tenders brought the fire
under control later.

The locals informed the
fire brigade after they spotted
smoke billowing out from the
closed godown.

"Thickly located shops,
congested lanes and road
encroachment have turned
the markets into a tinder box,"
said an officer of the fire and
emergency services depart-
ment. The fire department is
investigating the incident, the
officer added. 

Sources said an electrical
short circuit could be the rea-
son for the incident.

Fire safety measures are
inadequate at many shops,
hotels and restaurants, officials
have said.

One of the oldest and largest
organized markets, Bidhan
Market, Hong Kong Market,
Seth Sreelal Market, the three
prominent markets in the
town, are located closely. 

Several incidents of fire
have occurred in Bidhan Mar-
ket in the past few decades, with
traders reporting losses
amounting to several crores of
rupees.

Bidhan Market has around
3,500 shops, including
makeshift stalls. The market
spreads over around nine
acres of land. Hong Kong Mar-
ket, the centre for foreign

goods principally of Chinese
origin has around 500 shops,
while Seth Sreelal Market has
around 600 shops.

Secretary of the Siliguri
Seth Sreelal Market Byabsay-
ee Samitee Khokan Bhat-
tacharjee said they were con-
cerned about the fire inci-
dents.

"The fire on Friday night is
another eye opener for us.
Ambulance, fire tenders can-
not enter the market easily due
to inaccessible space. Every-
one should be cautious to
avert such incidents. The Silig-
uri Municipal Corporation
should look into the fire safe-
ty measures, whether any
structure is prone to fire which
can lead to a disaster. At the
same time it is also the respon-
sibility of the traders, who
play a vital role in development,
to perform their own duties by
taking necessary steps," Mr
Bhattacharjee said.

With the importance of
the town ever growing, the
infrastructural developments
are also visible, but the con-
dition of most of the markets
in the town remains the same-
-congested, inaccessible and
highly prone to accidents like
fire.

The councillor of ward 11,
Manjusree Paul, requested
traders to have proper fire
safety infrastructure.

According to Deputy Mayor
of Siliguri Ranjan Sarkar, they
are aware of the markets sit-
ting on a tinderbox.

"We have already started an
initiative to check the proper
fire infrastructure in the impor-
tant establishments in the
town. We have on several
occasions discussed the issue
with traders. We will take this
issue up once again," Mr
Sarkar said.

Siliguri councillors concerned
about dangling overhead wires
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 30 JULY

Councillors of the Siliguri
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
today complained against the
mess caused by dangling over-
head cables in the town. Speak-
ing in the in the monthly
board meeting today, they
said the wires posed a threat
to residents of the town. The
civic body, on the other hand,
has pinned hope on under-
ground cabling of power con-
nections.

"Siliguri town has a maze
of overhead cables. The cable
and broadband wires pose a
threat to pedestrians and
motorists besides being an eye-
sore. These are hanging dan-
gerously and can lead to any
disaster. Recently, some fire
incidents occurred in the
ward. Snapped wires are also
lying on the ground," the
councillor of ward 19, Mousu-
mi Hazra, told the meeting.

The councillors said aban-
doned cables needlessly add
to the mess. The cables are tied
around lamp posts without the
civic authorities' approval.

"Overhead cabling is ram-
pant in our ward. There are
some unused poles around
Bagha Jatin Park. It has been
causing visual pollution," said
councillor of ward 17 and
chairperson of borough-III, Mili
Sinha.

The councillor of ward 11,
Manjusree Paul, said she was
apprehending such wires
might lead to an accident

some day.
Apart from multi-system

operators (MSO) that transmit
TV signals through overhead
wires, there are at least 24
Internet service providers who
use the same method.

According to Siliguri Mayor
Gautam Deb, there is a plan
to lay the power cables under-
ground.

"It is a basic problem. We
had discussions with power
minister Aroop Biswas. The
power cables will be laid
underground in a phased
manner. The main areas of the

town will be covered in the first
phase," Mr Deb said.

A member of the mayor-in-
council, electricity, Kamal
Agarwal, said they had asked
the MSOs to remove the dead
cables in June.

"They had sought one
month's time, and some dead
cables were removed. We are
unable to take harsh steps
against the Internet service
providers since many peo-
ple, including students use the
broadband services. But it is
a matter of concern," Mr Agar-
wal said.

According to him, 18 serv-
ice providers had so far reg-
istered with the corporation.

Mr Agarwal said the first
phase of the underground
cabling work is likely to begin
after Durga Puja.

SMC officials said that
since there are so many over-
head cables, it was tough to
differentiate between an Inter-
net or TV cable.

JOBS & CLASSIFIEDS QUEST

SMART, active, vast experi-
ence of English
Correspondence and
Computer conversant, looks
good job. 7596941939.

I, RAHUL Chowdhary, S/o.
Raj Kumar Choudhary, born
on 17-02-79, residing at 2,
Jessore Road, Kol.-28, have
changed my name to Rahul
Kumar Choudhary, vide affi-
davit dated: 22-07-22 at
Howrah.

I, RASHMI Chowdhary,
W/o. Rahul Kumar
Choudhary, born on 16-03-
81, residing at 2, Jessore
Road, Kol.-28, have changed
my name to Rashmi
Choudhary, vide affidavit
dated: 22-07-22 at Howrah.

I, DEBAYAN Roy
Chowdhury, S/o. Shuvra Roy
Chowdhury, R/o. �Ghosh
Lodge�, P.B. Road, Mihijam,
Dist.: Jamtara, Jhk, Pin-
815354, have changed my
name, Debayan Saha to
Debayan Roy Chowdhury,
both name is the same and
one identical person, vide
affidavit of the Court of the
Ld. Judicial Magistrate at
Asansol Court dated: 21-02-
2014.

UNDER Instructions from
Justice S.P. Talukdar
Committee The Russell
Exchange (Govt. Auctioneers
& Valuers), 12C, Russell St.,
Kolkata-71, Will sell by Public
Auction on Monday, the 1st
August, 2022 from 2 p.m. at
87, Dr. Suresh Sarkar Road,
Kolkata-14, P.S.: Entally, Viz:
Assorted Automobiles, Bikes
& heavy generator. On View
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 50%
deposit a Must at the fall of
hammer.

TENDER No. WBTBCL-
202207-0012 � West
Bengal Text Book
Corporation Ltd. invites
sealed offer for various gift
items, books & food arrange-
ment for organising teachers'
day celebration programme
2022 for School Education
Department, Govt. of West
Bengal. For details / amend-
ment please see website:
www.wbtextbookcorpora
tion.org.in &
www.wbtenders.gov.in
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ELECTRICAL &
MACHINERY BAZAR

CHEMISTRY Teacher XI,
XII, NEET, JEE Lecturer of
Reputed College at
Students Home.
9831531513.

PLA No. 231 of 2020
IN THE HIGH COURT AT CALCUTTA

Testamentary and Intestate Jurisdiction
In the Goods of:
Sukumar Das, lastly resided at 78/3/20, Nandalal
Mukherjee Lane, P.O.: Santragachi, P.S.: Chatterjeehat,
Howrah-711104, outside the ordinary civil jurisdiction
of the Hon�ble High Court, a Hindu inhabitant, since
deceased.
To,
Minoti Das
Address: Not Known
Madam,

If you, as mentioned above, are claiming to have any
interest in the estate of the deceased abovenamed are
hereby cited to come within 2 (two) weeks from the
date of publication and to show cause as to why
Probate of the last Will and Testament dated 10th day
of February, 2014 of the deceased abovenamed should
not be granted by this Court unto Biswanath Das, son of
Late Rabin Das, residing at 78/3/20, Thakur Ram
Krishna Lane, Post Office: Santragachi, Police Station:
Chatterjeehat, Howrah-711104 being the executor
under the last Will and Testament of the deceased
under pain and contempt of the Law and further to do
and receive as to Law and Justice shall appertain and
what you shall do herein you shall duly certify with
these presents to our said Justices.
You are hereby informed that free legal services from
the High Court Legal Services Committee, as per eligi-
bility criteria, is available to you and in case you are eli-
gible and desire to avail of the free legal services, you
may contact the above Legal Services Committee.
Witness: Mr. Prakash Shrivastava, Chief Justice at
Calcutta aforesaid, the 1st day of April in the year Two
Thousand and Twenty-two.

Sd/-
for Registrar

Saudull Abedin, Advocate
9, Kiran Shankar Roy Road
2nd Floor
Kolkata-700001
05-05-2022

TENDER NOTICE
Principal, Maulana

Azad College, Kol.-
13, invites sealed
quotations for
Auction to disposal
of unserviceable E-
Waste /
Instruments etc.
from the regd. ven-
dors by 7 days.
Details in College
Website.




